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February 24, 2020 
 
Consulate General of Canada in Los Angeles hosts an event to connect Reelworld 
filmmakers with Hollywood executives. 
 
Reelworld and the Consulate General of Canada in Los Angeles hosted a private virtual 
speaker series for 20 Reelworld members identified and selected through Reelworld’s Alumni 
and recruiting platform Access Reelworld. The curated event held on February 18 and 19, 2021, 
was conceived to facilitate long-lasting relationships between Canadian-based talent and 
LA-based producers and executives.  
 
Over the course of two days, the participants were able to deepen their understanding of the 
U.S. film and television industry through information sessions focused on media, branding, and 
public relations. The attendees also had the opportunity to participate in small group coaching 
sessions where they were able to build on their pitch skills. These private sessions are the 
stepping-stones for Canadian filmmakers to create connections and act as a gateway to 
strengthening the ties between Canadian creators and U.S. producers. 
 
Zaib Shaikh, the Consul General of Canada in Los Angeles, is working to promote more 
Canadian-led productions and recognizes the contributions Reelworld has made to the 
Canadian film industry through its development of racially diverse talent, who represent our 
culturally-rich country and who will undoubtedly contribute immensely to U.S. productions. The 
Consulate General recognizes the importance of building relationships between racially diverse 
Canadian creators and Hollywood executives because these relationships contribute to the 
richness of content on both sides of the border. 
 
“As the Prime Minister has said, ‘Canada’s stories are shaped by our diversity and deserve to 
be shared with the world’. We also know that Black Filmmakers in Canada and Canadian 
filmmakers from other communities of colour have faced tremendous barriers in the past and 
that without the help of highly successful industry organizations such as Reelworld and the 
untiring energy of industry icons and originals such as Tonya Williams creating and leading such 
organizations, those stories might never have been fully told or shared”, said Zaib Shaikh, 
Consul General of Canada in Los Angeles. “Working with Reelworld to establish relationships 
between its alumni and decision-makers in Hollywood will help the current generations of 
diverse Canadians share their stories, even more, advance their careers exponentially, and 
continue building our multi-billion dollar homegrown industry.”  
 
A few of the Reelworld alumni selected for the LA Consulate event include Andrew Chung, a 
filmmaker who won multiple awards at the 2020 Reelworld Film Festival for his feature White 
Elephant, about a South Asian teen’s delusions about love and romance fed by years of 
watching Hollywood rom-coms. Samantha Wan, a Canadian actress, director, screenwriter. 
Samantha was successful in launching the OMNI television series Second Jen after pitching it  
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at the Reelworld film festival. It has been nominated for Best Comedy Series at the Canadian 
Screen Awards and is currently airing its third season. Richard Pierre, a Toronto Filmmaker 
whose 2020 short film An Uninvited Guest has won numerous awards including the 2020 Stand 
Out Actor award at the 2020 Reelworld Film Festival. And Shazia Javed, a Toronto-based 
filmmaker who was selected to participate in the 2020 Reelworld E20 program with her narrative 
feature Rebound, Hina. Shazia recently Produced and Directed, 3 Seconds Divorce, a 
documentary that is now streaming worldwide on Netflix. 
 
Reelworld’s mission to create more access for racially diverse talent in the film and television 
industries is synonymous with Canadian Consul General Zaib Shaikh’s goal to bring the stories 
of underrepresented voices to the mainstream. See the attendees of this event on the Reelworld 
Youtube Channel 

Reelworld Film Festival,  Reelworld Screen Institute, and Access Reelworld 
Founded by Tonya Williams in 2000, the Reelworld Film Festival (non-profit) and Reelworld Screen Institute (charity) 
are groundbreaking initiatives in Canada that create more access and inclusion for Black, Indigenous, People of 
Colour in our Canadian screen industries - both in front of and behind the screen. Access Reelworld, launched in 
July, 2020 is Canada’s largest and most comprehensive searchable recruiting platform for racially diverse Canadians 
in over 98 job categories in the screen industries. 
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